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value. He replied that in that it resulted from open telegrams it
was not secret but the renewal of the pledges and Germany's
acceptance of them made the understanding more intimate and it
also implied that the partition of Turkey could not be far distant.
Although Austria might not be anxious to annex Turkish
territory it was more to her interest than a quarrel with Russia
and it was only in case Russia was not sincere that Austria would
need British help. This accounted for Andrassy's non-committal
attitude. And then Lord Odo Russell could not refrain from
hinting that a more energetic foreign policy might be wise.
"The Northern allies, having failed to obtain the co-operation of
H.M.G. in carrying out the 'efficacious measures' foreshadowed
from the beginning, are fully aware of the danger to their plans of
an English intervention while they are themselves carrying them
into effect and therefore seek to encourage the prolongation of
English neutrality by vague and general offers of future support
until the war is over, when they flatter themselves they can safely
invite the guaranteeing Powers to assist in the regulation of
'accomplished facts' as far at least as Austria and Russia will be
concerned.

"The Northern Powers seem almost to forget that the Turkish
question cannot be settled without the consent of H.M.G."1
This was a broad hint, but it did not have the desired effect on
the Foreign Office*

While the Turks were holding Russia at bay in the south the
summer months were passing uneasily by in the north, and Lord
Odo Russell was kept busy inquiring into rumours of German
partiality for Russia. He had no hesitation in denying a report
that Bismarck was trying to persuade Russia to break her
Austrian agreement,2 nor did he confirm Layard's information
that Germany was inciting Greece to attack Turkey. He quite
understood that Germany hoped for a Russian victory, but saw
no evidence that any good was to be gained by inciting lesser
powers to war.3 Bismarck's anxieties, on the other hand, seemed
to be lightened. At the end of August he passed through Berlin
on his way from Varan to Gastein. Lord Odo Russell did not
see him but heard that there was a great change in the Chancellor
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